FAITH OF SACRED PARENTS
Assalam-o-Alaikum.

I beleive that the parents of Hazrat Muhammed (Peace be upon him) were on the Deen-e-Ibrahimi. If I'm right then how can I prove it to my relative? 

Answer with the help of All knowing Allah subhanahu wa taala.
Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa barakatuhu 

There are four saying about the parents of the Holy Prophet (Allah’s Grace & Peace be upon Him) that is given as under: -

i) They died whilst following the religion of Ibraheem (Alaihis Salam) ii) They died as infidels (God forbid) iii) They followed nature i.e. unity of Allah Taala. iv) They died whilst following the religion of nature but the Holy Prophet (Allah’s Grace & Peace be upon Him) brought them to life as a miracle and granted them the wealth of Iman. So that they obtain the status of companions.

From the above mentioned sayings the scholars of Islam have rejected the second saying. The scholars have accepted the other three sayings. Whichever one of them is taken to be true there is no harm in it because under these statements they are dwellers of heavens. Many verses of the Holy Quran and several ahadith bear witness that the parents of the Holy Prophet (Allah’s Grace & Peace be upon Him) believed in Allah Almighty. I will mention a verse of the Quran regarding this. Allah Taala says,

"And rely upon Him, who is the mighty, the merciful. Who sees you when stand. And your movements among those who offer prayer." 

(Sura Ash- Shuara, Verse 217-219)

In the commentary of this verse syedana Abdullah Ibne Abbas (Radi Allahu Anhuma) a companion of the Prophet, (Allah’s Grace & Peace be upon Him) says,

"Here the word ‘movements’ refers to the transferring of the Prophet (Noor of the Prophet) (Allah’s Grace & Peace be upon Him) from the back of one prophet to another. Until the Holy Prophet Muhammad (Allah’s Grace & Peace be upon Him) appeared in this ummah." (Tafseer- Al Khazin, Vol. 5, Page 107)

Another explanation has been narrated by Abdullah Ibne Abbas (Radi Allah Anhuma) in these words, "Movements refers to transferring from one pure back to another pure back." (Masalikul hunafa, Page 40)

In this verse the word "Sajideen" ( refers to the believers. who offer prayers)

In this sacred verse commentators of the Quran have taken the word sajideen as referring to believers. Meaning from Hazrat

Adam and Hazrat Hawa (Alaihimus salam) to Hazrat Abdullah and Amina (Radi Allahu Anhuma), the parents of the Prophet (Allah’s Grace & Peace be upon Him), every back and womb that the Holy Prophet (Allah’s Grace & Peace be upon Him) passed through all of them were believers. It is in tafseer-e- Jumal "O beloved (Allah’s Grace & Peace be upon Him) your Lord is watching those wombs and backs of those believing woman and men from Hazrat Adam and Hawa (Alaihis salam) to hazrat Abdullah and Amina (Radi Allahu Anhuma) which you passed through. So all your ancestors whether they are male or female,

they are believers. (Tafseer-Al-Jamal, Vol. 3, Page 396)

It is mentioned in Savi- alal- Jalalain,

"Sajideen refers to believers and the verse that Allah Taala watched the backs and wombs of those believers from Hazarat Adam (Alaihis salam) to Abdullah (Radi Allahu Anhu) in which you passed." (Tafseer Savi- alal- Jalalain, Vol. 3, Page 287)

This verse proves that all the ancestors of the Prophet (Allah’s Grace & Peace be upon Him) were believers. Imam Fukhrudeen Razi writes arguing upon the faith (iman) of the Prophet’s parents from the same verse,

"The verse 219 proves that the ancestors of the Prophets (Allah’s Grace & Peace be upon Him) can not be deniers of Allah Taala." (Tafseer-e- Kabeer)

I will now present a hadith regarding this topic. The Prophet (Allah’s Grace & Peace be upon Him) himself told about the greatness and purity of his ancestors via his great sayings so that no person would dare to think of their ancestors of the Holy Prophet (Allah’s Grace & Peace be upon Him). It is a saying of the Holy Prophet (Allah’s Grace & Peace be upon Him) 

"When Allah Taala created his creations He put me in the best group of them. Then made tribes and granted me the best tribe. When he made households he granted me the greatest household of them. I am, in terms of my family and myself, the greatest of all".  

                  (Tirmizi, Vol. 2, Page 23)

This hadith proves that the ancestors of the Holy Prophet (Allah’s Grace & Peace be upon Him) were believers because the Holy Prophet (Allah’s Grace & Peace be upon Him) declared them the best. And the Quran tells that a kafir (idolater )can not be better than a Muslim even a Muslim slave is better then a Kafir. As Allah Almighty says in the Holy Quran, "A Muslim bond man is better than an idolater”.

                (Sura Al Baqra, Verse 221)

Therefore this proves that the parents of the Holy Prophet (Allah’s Grace & peace be upon Him) were believers otherwise they would not be declared the best household. The Holy Prophet (Allah’s Grace & Peace be upon Him) also said that Allah Almighty transferred me from pure backs to pure wombs. 

This narration also proves that the prophet’s (Allah’s Grace & Peace be upon Him) parents were believers. As he has called them pure. And a Kafir (Idolater) is not pure, as the Holy Quran says, "O believers! The associates (Kafir) are altogether unclean. 

                       (Sura Al tuba, Verse 28)

According to some other narrations that the parents of the Holy Prophet (Allah’s Grace & peace be upon Him) were brought to life after the death and accepted Islam.

Imam Tabrani has narrated from mother of the believers, Hazrat Ayisha (Radi Allah Anhuma) that at the occasion of Hijja tul wada, the Holy Prophet (Allah’s Grace & Peace be upon Him) went to the grave yard named Hajoon and his feelings were that he was very worried and sad, he (Allah’s Grace & Peace be upon Him) stayed there according to the will of Allah Taala. After this he (Allah’s Grace & Peace be upon Him) came back to us in the state of happiness. I said O Messenger of Allah Almighty (Allah’s Grace & Peace be upon Him) first you were sad but on your return you are looking very happy. The Holy Prophet (Allah’s Grace & Peace be upon Him) said I requested Allah Almighty regarding my mother, then Allah Almighty brought her to life for me. She brought faith in me after this she was returned to barzakh (stage between death and resurrection) If someone criticizes this matter of the Prophet’s parents being made believers after being brought to life when they already died as Muslims. We will reply that undoubtedly they were Muslims, but the purpose of bringing them back to life, was to grant them the honorable position of companionship (Sahabiat). Allah Almighty knows the most.

Allah subhanahu wa taala knows, the most
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